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he Red Lion at Llanfair

Waterdine lies on the banks

of the River Teme, within
spitting distance of Offa’s Dyke,
just a few miles down the road
from Caer Caradoc. Driving
there at the end of a first, long
dav with the Patrick Collection’s
newly : ired T.ancia Thema
sed signs wel-

it for granted uniil
landlord, himself a newc
late of the newspaper pr
trade in London, disabused us of
the notion by telling us we were
actually back in England, albeit
by only a few yards. It goes to
show the power of a name.

After a leisurely breakfast the
next morning in a pleasant din-
ing room looking out across the
Teme towards the Welsh hills,
we drove east, through Ludlow
and then quickly and enthusi-
astically along the entertainingly
twisty A4117 to the lovely little
riverside town of Bewdley.

In Bewdley the Severn flows
gently below the wide stone
arches of the bridge and from the
wooded hillside opposite, the
smoke and steam of a steam train
rise, while a whistle pierces the
early morning calm. It is like a
siren call to the past and a quar-
ter of a mile up the road, at
Bewdley station, the time trans-
port is complete on the platform
of one of the Severn Valley
Railway’s fabulously restored
halts on a line which runs a full
daily timetable between Kid-
derminster, Bewdley and Brid-
gnorth. For almost 20 years, the
Severn Valley Railway has been
preserving history in the most
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beautifully practical way and
giving anybody with a heart the
chance to wallow in a little nos-
talgia. On a sunny morning on
the up-line of an ever-so-Eng-
lish railway station, every per-
fect detail, every sound, every
smell, every advertising hoard-
ing evoked a memory of child-
hood and a glow of pleasure.
So what’s in a name, and is
tradition really important? Well,
; believe it, names can
i, even now it

roup out of its near-
ne in the 1970s.
normally known for his
entality, Ghidella prob-
Wwasn’'t too nostalgic about
the Lancia Ferrari Dso ‘Super
Sgualo’ Grand Prix cars of the
mid-1950s or the more recent
Ferrari-powered Stratos and its
all-conquering rally career, but
he obviously saw the image-
building possibilities in linking
the Ferrari name with Lancia
once again. In the end, of course,
the corporate nerve stopped
short at actually calling the car
a Lancia-Ferrari, bur Lancia
was committed to building per-
haps 2000 examples a year of a
model designed to put the
company name back into the
sporting and luxury big league.
So, the super-Thema was
introduced at the Turin Show in
April 1986 as the Thema 8.32
(for eight cylinders and 32 val-
ves) with the promise that deliv-
eries would start in Italy by July
and exports would start from
late autumn. But it didn’t hap-

ably

Technology old and new, ==
Ferrari-engined Thema poses
with Severn Valiey restoratiss
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